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NEXT NCCC MEETING!

This meeting will be held on Friday, August 16th,
at MIGUEL’S restaurant at 22865 Atherton Street in
Hayward. The phone number is (510) 886-7200. You
get there by going EAST ON JACKSON off of 880 in
Hayward. After you go under the BART tracks, go
LEFT on WATKINS, then immediately left on
WILLIS. Go a short block, and look across the street
to your right. The building with the big longhorn steer
logo on it is Miguel’s. Dinner (from the menu) is at
6:30PM, and the meeting at 7:30. We will pick the
NCCC contest focus for the upcoming season, so please
be there apd malke vonr choice(s) knownl!

COOK BOOK

Faster than a speeding bullet, able to leap tall
buildings in a single bound, look, up in the sky, it's
WRTC! I am proud to report that the World
Radiosport Team Championship left a very sweet taste
in (almost) every mouth! It was very satisfying to see
the majority of the participants standing in rather cool
weather at 3 AM Sunday morning, at the end of the
event, just to get a few more moments to enjoy each
others' company. I have never participated in a radio
event that held a candle to this one. I wish to express
my sincere and deep appreciation to you special club
members that jumped in and helped to make this event
as great as it was. The NCCC has just elevated its
status in the eyes of the contest world. I would thank
each of you personally but this is not a 22 page JUG, so
please accept my sincere THANK YOU for all your
GOOD WORK !

Now that I am back to earth I must report that I
intend to help the NCCC in every way possible to have
a good year as an organization and a KB year as a
contest club: I appreciate the opportunity to be your

President. Come to the next meeting! It will be a post
mortem for WRTC, where we'll have a WRTC VIDEO,
and there will be a chance for all members to voice their
opinions and vote the direction the club will take in this
year's contests.

Very 73,
Carl AI6V

NCCC OFFICERS

If you have a question or a suggestion, let your
officers know about it! (E-mail addresses are given.
Other particulars can be found in the NCCC roster.)

President ........ Carl Cook, AI6V ........ aibv@aol.com
Vice President/CC .......... Jim Hollenback, WA6SDM
...jholly@cup.hp.com
Secretary/Treasurer ........ Dick Dievendorff, AA6MC
dieven@almaden.ibm.com

Directors ............

Ken Silverman, WM2C
ken.silverman@atlas.ccmail.airtouch.com
Ed Muns, WOYK .................. wOyk@msn.com
Dave Curtis, NG0X
David_b_curtis@ccm.sc.intel.com
Andy Faber, AE6Y aeby@aol.com

FROM THE
JUGHEAD

I'm sure that each of you has a contesting story like
Jerry Boyd’s last month to share with us. Send it to me!
e-mail g.daught@forsythe.stanford.edu

snail-mail 1560 Klamath Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
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Now, please read your address label on this issue
of the JUG. It tells you whether your dues are current.
If it says you're paid through 1997, congratulations! If
it says 1996, please take a moment to fill out the
renewal form, also indicating your top 3 preferences for
contests you think NCCC should concentrate on this
year. (This is YOUR club!)

Cut out the mailing label; put the form and your
check in an envelope. Put the label and a stamp on the
envelope, and mail it!

73, abbyl

now...

WRTC:

a host station’s
perspective

At the WRTC picnic on Wednesday afternoon,
after being overcome by barbecue smoke of my own
making, I met Roger Western, G3SXW, the
referee/judge assigned to the home station at AB6YL.
After a brief chat about radio stations, we turned to a
serious discussion about beers of the world. I went
home as darkness began to fall. A long shower didn’t
get rid of all of the lingering smoke smeil.

I attended the meeting on Friday momning to watch
the drawing which would match up my embarrassingly
modest station and highly-regarded judge with a pair of
the world’s top operators. Emil, 9A9A, and Robert,
9A3GW, two ops from the Croatian contest
superstation 9A1A, drew AB6YL. I was part of
AA6MC’s “motor pool” corps, so I gathered everyone
and prepared to go to the station. They hadn’t brought
their own radios, so they arranged to get a 950 from
some magic supply. We discussed the station on the
ride home. When they began to set up, they found that
the 950 had been dropped on its “nose” and that the
main tuning knob and some front panel switches were
balky at best. It was decided to go with the home
station’s IC738. The 9A’s didn’t like my expensive
250Hz cw filters, and I leammed why. (They're too
good! Lots of calls come in that are outside the
passband of the narrow filters.) They ended up using
the SSB filters and using the PBT knobs. (I'll buy some
500Hz filters for myself.)

I have an old IC720 which I offered for use as the
second radio, but they wanted something better, so we
called AI6V at the magic radio place and told him about
the broken 950 and placed an order for a more modern
second radio. I also left a voice-mail message with my
friend Craig, WA60XK, to see if he had a loaner.

Then we turned our attention to the antennas. They
were happy with the C-3, but wished it were up higher
than its 35 feet. (So do I!!) The center of the dipole is
up there, too, and the ends droop down to only 15 feet
elevation. I asked if they wanted me to move the ends,
to get any possible directivity more toward the
northeast. They were happy with where it was, but they
wanted its resonant frequency moved down a bit. I got
up on the roof with two clip leads, and quickly brought
the frequency down to about 7.04; they were happy, and
it was time to relax and look at the photo albums they
brought. “This is the small tower at 9A1A. It’s 62
meters high. Our station is in a junior high school, and
we always convert classrooms to the station’s use for
contests.” (Well, the tower height at AB6YL is half
that number; then there’s the conversion between meters
and feet to deal with...)

Pat, my XYL, had been planning suitable meals
for a few months. I didn’t realize that she had planned
to serve all of those she’d been considering. I had not
died from my smoke inhalation on Wednesday, so I
charcoal-grilled some chicken parts, and we all sat
down to a dinner which included Pat’s potato salad, the
best on the planet!

I received a call from WA60XK saying we could
come and pick up his ICOM 751 to use as a second
radio, so we headed out into the hills. When we arrived,
I introduced Emil, Robert, and Roger to Sandy, Craig’s
XYL. She said “George, you know where to find the
stuff you want. I'd like to show the fellows my
babies.” I went into Craig’s shack, gathered as much
radio equipment as I could carry, and took it out to the
car. Then I walked around the house and went down to
the corral. Sandy and Craig keep their babies in a
corral? Yep. They are alpacas, which are pretty neat
animals. Emil and Robert couldn’t believe the corral
with the alpacas and the 55 foot tower... I’'m not sure
about Roger. The 9A fellows had brought a camera, so
they have it on film! I hope they put it in their station
photo album!

On the way back, Robert asked why, every so
often, one of the little center-line reflector bumps in the
road was blue. I told him the secret, and he spent the
rest of the trip watching for them! We set up the second
radio, installed the software, checked the keying, and all
were satisfied that the station was ready to go! (We had
four computers which would work!)

We turned in early, Roger on a bed in the shack, to
make sure no one sneaked in an put a tiny kilowatt
linear in one of the coax lines, and the 9A boys in their
own room (which used to house our two sons.)

We were up at about 4 AM, and what turned out
to be the only meal of the day was served... it lasted
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about 20 hours. Coffoe, wa, milk, juice, coffee cake
and a big raspberry Danish

The “envelope” was opencd, and a collective
gapmng seund was gnitted. K6E!! Mot a CW delght
to be surz, but somehow appropriate for an WCCC host
station.  (lan’t cur motto K B!'TY Emil made a fiow
guick Q50 using ABSYL, and dutsfully penciled them
mto my log.  Fresh fruit and melon shices.

At 12002 they started on 40m CW, and the ratg
wis prodigious.  Hoth operators throughour the day
were smoath and cconomical of motion. It looked
deceptively effortless to pet 2000 Q50 1 13 houwrs
with 100 watts from mv littls station!  Bagels, lox, and
two kinds of cream chegse,

About mid day, T couldn™t stand sesing so mch
confesting going cn and ABSYL not getting anv (3%s, |
ook the 720, a sparc car battery, and an armiload of
Hustler mobile antennas to myv car and drove 3 block
away This 1= not a permanent mabile installasion. mand
vou. | was ghle to work ghout 13 1%173 and some other
stationg, too, (Hawaii, Massachuserts) from this
Kludpe operation.  Sandwiches with beet, ham, turkey,
choese lettuce onion and tomato.

Both operators were wverv  ageressive  when
pursuing a multiplier, but when a station didn’t enswer
the first call, they'd get frustrated. T said (like so many
others have gaid) “welcome to W61™  Instant response:
“Bool! If you had 3KW and 4 over 4 at 62 meters,
vou'd pet an answer first calll” Well, I ouess that's
probably right. Peanuts, pretzels, chips and dips

I fired up the charcoal (ves, again) and made pood
ol Amencan hamburgers, evervbody ate {m shifts)
despite their bloated condition. At 2300 Local time,
they shut down, copied their log about a dozen different
piacss, pack their baps, and [ drove them back o the
“Ceavention Hotel.” On Bayshors Freswsay, we got a
Q8D uzsing avte homs, (1 den’t remeber with whooo
dam it!) but Roger disallowed it for several good
reazons. [0 was past the alloted tme, it was VLF, nog
10:40 meters, and the cprrator signing KoB was not
one of the team members, When | left, the competitors
werg gl standing around “delriefing” one ancther.

I learned a Lot about how (o use mv station, about
how neat CT really is and how to use it bemer, and
about how #am  redio really  does epgender
infernational friendship. My team endad up about 40"
or so, with a nice low error rate... but what will they
rernember?  They'll remember the alpacas. the blue
reflecters, and the fact that their hosts tried to murder
them by “Amencen food poizoning” which, simply put.
13 way, way too much good food.

The awards banquet on Sunday was a fanmastic end
o ABSYL's nyost wonderful ham expeniencel It was g

privilege and a pleasure to mect all of the faces that go
with the calls thar I've worked so manv tmes.

73, abévl

WRTC FROM
THE VIEWPOINT
OF THE

COMPETITORS:
Anecdotes from Wo6R
(K6LL + N2IC)

(reprinted with permission .. abéyl)
Some backzground in preparation for the WRTC:

| flew up to Steve's house for WPX ow, where we
practiced using lis low tribander and a specially-
constructed 40 m inverted voe, We used three different
callzignz over the conrse of the weekend, to keep the
activity Iawel hizh for maximem traising effect. We
learned several important things during this pracoce
Sesslon:
- Writhour the computer's RS-232 porm connected to
the rransceiver, there 15 a sigmficant probability that
contacts would be logged with the wreng band or mode
selected on the computer. For thar reasca, we decided
not to use our favonts logemng program, TR-log, for
the WRTC, since it is difficult to correct previous gso's
- Far a multiplicr eecursion o another band, it was
uppartant o develop & routine procedure. The radic
[ op handled the rotator, antenna swatch, and computer
band‘mode. The Radio A op concentrated on getting
radic A cnto the now frequency. As soon as the mult
wits worked, the reverse procedurs was immediately
mitiated, and radio A went back to the ongmal run
frequency. After a while we could pull this routine off
like a Richard Petty pit stop.
- At the time of the WPX contest, the WRTC nules
specilically prolhubited the uvse of bandpass fliters on
cither radio, We rapidly discoversd that synthesized
radiog transmil widehand noise whenever they are in
the transmit mods, cven with the Kov up, aceoss
several bands! This 1= not 0 be confused wath fromt-
end overload of redic B, There s oo fillenng at radio
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B which will solve this problem. It has to be done at
Radio A. After the WPX, the rules were clarified to
allow internal modifications to the transceivers.
Coaxial stubs were internally added to both
transceivers, and the wideband noise was brought down
to insignificant levels. Switches were added in the
radios to select the proper stubs. It was real fun trying
to stuff 25 feet of RG-58 inside the cabinets of the TS-
850 and TS-950! The Kenwood service technicians
should have seen those radios! (Speaking of Kenwood,
they were conspicuous in their absence from the list of
WRTC sponsors. What's with those guys anyway?)

Friday afternoon, just before the WRTC contest:

We got down to our host's station and set
everything up. For some reason, the latest version of
NA software would not key the radio through the LPT
port on Steve's antique computer. We ran around in
tight little circles for about an hour, trying to make it
work, and then decided to switch to CT. It worked fine.

When we first cranked up the TS-950, we noticed
that the internal wattmeter was reading 150 watts, and
the external Autek unit was reading 120 watts. Our host
volunteered his Bird wattmeter, and it read 85 watts!
Steve and I exchanged glances, and immediately began
spouting the praises of the Bird wattmeter, about how
it's a laboratory standard, the choice of professionals,
the standard of comparison, built like a battleship, etc.
We must have overdone that little song and dance
though, because our referee pounced on the Bird and
dragged it off to the Motel 6 to compare it to the
OFFICIAL WRTC WATTMETER. The Bird turned
out to be about 30% low, so we didn't get to use it.
Darn!

During the contest:

When the contest started at 0500, Radio A started
running stations and hardly ever went to S&P. We
depended almost entirely on radio B to find multipliers.
Preprinted paper check sheets of ARRL countries,
zones, HQ stations and WRTC callsigns were used.
Each time a new mult was found, other than the most
mundane, which we were sure to work later, radio A
stopped the run, worked the mult if possible, and then
immediately went back to the run frequency, hopefully
with stations still waiting and the packet spots still
valid. We alternated the operators between radio A
and B on the hour. Radio A stayed on cw unless we
thought we could double the rate on SSB. There were
times on SSB when Steve had the CT last 10 QSO
rate was over 550 and the last 100 rate was over

350. Absolutely unbelievable and unforgettable!
When the contest was over, I truly thought we had won.
I couldn't believe, as was the case, that it had been just
as frantic an 18 hours for many of the other
competitors. The level of competition was truly intense!

In retrospect, the only thing I can think of that we
should have done differently is to more actively pursue
moving mults from band to band. We did it a few
times, but could have done it more. Steve was more
diligent at it than I was.

We found a couple new items to add to Tree's list
of "ways to irritate your WRTC partner"

- Open a box of Quaker Oats cereal squares,
loudly rustle the wax paper inside, and chomp furiously
on the little squares. It was enough to trip the vox, bury
W6QHS's signal under the QRM, and render any line
noise inconsequential.

- Consume mass quantities of bean burritos early
in the contest, with predictable results.

Let me conclude by thanking again all of the
organizers, sponsors, host stations, judges, referees,
and contest participants throughout the world who
made this WRTC an unforgettable experience.
Standing up to receive the bronze medal was the
highpoint of my amateur radio career.

A special thanks to our hosts Dave Barton, AF6S,
and his charming wife Susan, KA6SEH, who made us
feel completely welcome and at ease operating from
their San Jose QTH. They are two of the nicest people
you would ever want to meet. Special thanks also to
our referee, Scott Jones, WR3G, who spent 18 boring
hours listening to someone else operate, when he would
rather have been applying his own excellent operating
skills.

73,
Dave, K6LL

WRTC:
A Judge Comments

(reprinted with permission.....ab6yl)

As three busloads of contesters wended their way
through Napa Valley the Monday after WRTC, a few
of them suggested that I do a "post-contest" summary of
the event along the lines of what I have written after
some of the major contests. So even though NOAX and
perhaps others by now have beaten me to the punch,
here it is.

The event was superbly organized and handled by
the WRTC, Inc.,, Committee. While the occasional
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participant arcived al the aipert onlv o find  that
his promused nde was nowhers 0 be szen, and the
bus first took us to the wrong puer, cte, | have o sav,
trom the perspective of one who has participated in
pwtiber of TARU Conferences and Mestings in recent
vedrs, and one whose job il was, in a previows life, Lo
organize press conferences and public events, that the
entire weck was remarkably error-free,

It will be awlully haed for anvone else o orgamze
g simifar event in thes fiture on the same szale, Yoo
just don't fuad an area where vou can combme (he
industry-insider contact lmowledge end  fund-rassing
acumen of 8 WaRJ and a Wol)HS, the drive and cnergy
of a WHOAT and a K3EST, the orpasnizationul lalents
of an AIGV, an AASKEX, an AAGMC and 3 WaRGG
{T know T've missed a fow) in one place, It was thage
guyvas whe made it po, and myv bat is off to all of them.
Thank goodness all T had (o do was show up!

For me it was to be the cembination of 2 reunton
with an cld frend with whom 1 wvsed fo barnstomm
around to ham radio events in Southeast Asia, Phil
Wight, WILUHENASODE, and & reunion with new
fmends from all over tee woerld who I have been workange
for wears but had never met before in person.  Phil has
taken up residence in Mountain View, CA, m rccent
vears, and had weied me and my XYL Scmpom to
stay with um if we ever had occasion o b2 i the
Bay arca. 8o we did, but unfortunately, on the second
day of the event, Phil was hospitalized, z0 Somporn
and [ moved into a hotel close to the WERTC Mool
&, there being by that thwe "pe room at the "

The first creanized event was a working dinner for
the judges, of which | was onz, at which Chief Judgge
KAVX, along with K3EST and WEO0AT, went over
all of the rules and procedures in detzel forus. In
Tetrospact, it seems that some things that ook up & lof
of time in the discussion, such as the checking of
transceiver power levels and the use or not of "guick-
disconnect” conmectors between the bandpass filters
and the second rig, turmed out oot to be wvery
umportant in the end. There was an inferssling theead as
to whether any  attempt should be made to pair up
cerain judges with competitors thought to be the most
likely o try to got away with something, but, in the
end, KAVX and E3EST prevailed o ther msislence
that the painng of judges with competitors had to be
completely random in order t make the event
compleiely [ur o all and [ully perceived as such
b the competitors, Beyond that, this session allowed
me foomest my [ellow judees, almest all of whom 1
had met at Davton or Visalia or Friedrchshefen at one
tirne or anather, but it was nice 1o be working on the
same team with them all and o gef o know them a bit
botter

The next event was the picnic at which all
participants — organizing committoe members, stetion
hoats, compentars, judges, reforees, hangers-on - met
cach other, WIET-TY of Erie. PA. was intervigwing
people for the special on the event that they hope o
place va ABC:s "Good Mormmg Amenca" and
somzone sugessted to them that | would be a worthy
victim for an intervigw, which probably means that the
effort to et on ABC is doomed. On a hunch I
confirmed with K3LR that WIET-TV 15 owned by nonc
other than E3TUPR, a call nod exactly unknown o the
conteat world himself. This explams why a TV station
in PA went all the way to 5F tw cover a storv.
Then [ limbered up myv  rusty  Spamish  with
LUsETE, EATTL and EASKD, none of whom |
had ever met beforz, and also met OHOXX for the
first (ime ever, a real pleasure.

I drove over Lo the event {yves, 1t turned cut o be
almost a necessity to have a rent-a-cer for one's full-
ome use) with my "TARU boss" WVEICDM, the
Pregident of [ARL Hegion 2. Tom keows an awiul
lot more abour contests than he did befere he went to
(he event, and zomebow [ have a [eeling thar any
attempt to propose a "Contest Fres Zone" on the bands
in a fiuture JARU Conferemcz will quickly be
relegated to the trash can.  Ham radio politicians
were much in evidence at WETC, reflecting (he
importance we a5 contesters have in orgenized
amateur radio out of all proporion to our nuambers,
Many ham radio politicians are contesters i their
own right - need [ even meation K1ZZ as an example?
Dave and XYL Linda, KALZD, were there, Chief
Judge K4VX 15 an ARRL Dircctor, judge WIRM is
a former ABRRL Director, competimor YT1AD 15 the
President of Yugoslavia’s SEI, judoe PYSEG is the
President of Brazl's LABRE, roforee UAGHZE 15 the
immediate past President of Russia’s SRR, ¢, One
mizht even wventure this thoueht oo the Duture of
Amatzur Radio: “As goes comtesung, so poes ham
eadio."

I gt in the barbecue line and sat down for & meal
next to that real-lifs judge, K4BAI.  John and I have
heen working cach ather regulariy for all of the 44 vears
w2 have cach been in ham radio, have besn feliow
members of FOC for about 20 vears, and vet had pever
met in person before,  Little did [ suspect that this
balding fellow in my ape bracket would fum out ta be
one halfl of the second-place team after the dust scitled.
Some people are ageless!

Towards the end of the picnic, judges and
referses selected the statons they would be stationed
at as observers, and 1 deow WBGAF), T callsd Alex
immediately  upont  getting back to the botel and
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arranged to go over and inspect his station that very
evening,

The very organized WRTC committee had already
given me a folder with a lot of the info on Alex's
station, and, except for noting that his VCR (to be used
for recording the entire contest on tape in case
disputes about call signs or other matters needed to be
resolved after the event) was busted and he was hoping
to borrow a neighbor's, there was not much additional
info to report other than what the committee had already
given me. [ did have Alex turn on the rig and was
pleased to hear that there was absolutely no line noise.
Most of the visit was spent getting to know Alex and
his XYL Winnie. Alex is a DX'er, not a contester,
but that might have changed since (more later).

Age and the desire not to let the XYL get bored
combined to keep me away from a lot of the beer-
drinking bull sessions, but I heard rumors of sprinkler
systems going off in the hospitality suite, the house
detective chasing everyone outside to keep the noise
down inthe hall, complaints by the owner of the motel
restaurant that the pizza being ordered in from outside
was depriving him of yet another chance to demonstrate
how only five patrons can be served per hour, etc. Iam
sure there are plenty of participants who can give
graphic descriptions of the bull-session aspect of the
WRTC in case there is a clamor for this information.
At any rate, the JA gang and the S5 gang (were there
any S5's who stayed home?) are to be thanked
profusely for staging a couple of the more prominent
such events.

The following day -- Thursday -- participants
had a choice between going on a tour of Silicon
Valley or the city of San Francisco. Somporn and I
chose San Francisco and were pleased to see that our
tour guide was none other than old friend and erstwhile
PVRC'er N6RA, who in addition to being one of SF's
premier patent attorneys has become sort of a history
buff about his adopted home town. Tom's XYL did the
honors on the other SF bus. We were introduced
early-on to San Francisco's famous fog. As we went up
the hill Tom described in detail San Francisco's 1000-
foot candelabra tower, which has just about all of the
city's TV and FM broadcast antennas on it as well as
paging services, etc. It's a good thing he was able to
describe it so clearly because when we got up there we
couldn't see a bit of it for the fog. After going
across the Golden Gate Bridge and then heading
downtown  where we clambered over San
Francisco's famous  hills, we ended up in
Chinatown at a restaurant specially selected for us
by a prominent member of San Francisco's Chinese
community, K6KQN. All present, including my
XYL, who is something of an expert on the subject,

agreed that the dim sum was the best we had ever had.
Vince, you really came through! One of the sights our
attention was directed to on the tour, incidentally,
was Vince's KT-34 atop his office right in the middle
of downtown San Francisco. How his radio waves
manage to hop over the surrounding buildings is
anyone's guess. To describe his QTH graphically,
if King Kong ever falls off the Transamerica
Building, guess whose antenna will get crushed!
Nevertheless, I understand Vince is up there on the
DXCC Honor Roll.

Sitting near me on the bus were WN4KKN and
KMOP, busily discussing the internet access business
which they both know something about. I had never
met Bill either, and after getting to know him in
person I felt somewhat sheepish about having written a
cer:ain essay on the contest reflector once. At any rate,
his performance as the other half of the K4BAI team
should allow him to assume his rightful role as one of
America's premier contesters.

That evening the buses took us to the oil refining
center of Martinez for a big feast at a Shell Oil
clubhouse, and on the way we were allowed to sample
some of the Bay area's finest rush hour traffic. [
was sitting next to VE3CDM on that trip, and I think
that on the way over we solved every problem the
IARU has ever had and began dreaming up some
more to solve. But once we got there it was a great
feast put on by WG6RJ's favorite Mexican
restaurateur.

I leamed much to my surprise that, having run
out of new DX countries on 80 meters to bag, Bob
now travels to Africa to bag real live big gamel!
Everyone filled themselves to the brim and there was
still plenty more to go around, along with fine examples
of California's great wines. You know, like the stuff
you can win in the CQP.

On Friday we began to get down to business.
First of all, judges and referees were called together
and given their final marching orders by K4VX,
K3EST and N6AA, and then the competitors were
called in and the drawing began which paired up the
two-man competitor teams with their stations and
judge/referee on-site observers. Never have I admired
my good friend and former housemate Bob Cox more
as, in his own friendly, relaxed way, he kept order of
the proceedings at this time. Not only can Bob keep
order in a pile-up on the air, he knows how to do it in
person too.

A couple of the judges and referees had cancelled
their trips to SF at the last moment, and in what I
thought was a particularly brilliant and appropriate
move on the Committee's part, the Coach of the
Chinese demonstration team, BA1FP, was chosen as a
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replacement for ope of the sussing an-sic observers
LUSBEG of Team Arcenlinag was o bed with 3
fever. =0 OHOXX. who thought he was coming just Lo
observe and have o pood time, was pressod into
service as the other member of that weam with LUGETB.
Ollc had operated 1in Argentina and  speaks [luent
Spanish o it was no mors of 2 reach to pul him on
Team Argenting than [or RAZALL to be a member of
Team Belgium, KZ25 and M2ZNT were also pressed
It service as competitors at the last minuts w0 replace
another toam that hadn't shown up.

There was quite & bit of tension n the air as
competitors and on-site observers wondered whao they
would draw as compznions.  The first one to draw me
wae the representative of my own club, PVRC,
KEF:P, Since thers was g rule thar -- except lor the
USA, which had so many paricipanis — no couniTy’s
competitors could have a [llow countryman as on-gine
chaorver, the Commttes felt that my club relationship
with KF3P would create room for doubt 2nd so my
envelope was thrown back in the hopper. [ am happy o
report that Tyvler and tcammate KR did a superb
job without me! The next time | was drawn was by
the Yugoslav team of YTIAD and YUIRL. 1 had met
Hrane, ¥ T1AD, on several occasions in the past but
bad never met YUIRL befere. | informed them that
there was no CW kever avadlable at WEBSAFT and they
would have to wse = keybeard at oll times, bul ciey
managed 10 borrow a kever from DI2ZYA and, after |
collected my XYL from our hatel, we were off to San
Jase and the QTH of Alex, WBAAF], Tom, VEZCDM,
Joined us for the cide.

Alex met us =t the door and puf huz place ar our
disposal. The YU bovs decided to use his ngs (FT-
1G00-D + TE-530-5) nstead of their own, bur
YTIAD wanted to use his own laptop which he had
browght with him, We left the bovs there (o get things
arranged  whils Somporn, Tom and | headed for
Sacramento and a small gathering of DX'ers/contesters
that Wal O had mviled over o Tus place [or o get-
together o my honor, Tt was greal (o sse some old
ftiends and the preat WeGO station, but it had been
hard to 6t the event in because of the heavy WRTC
social schedule, and the five bours on the road meant
that we didn't get back to cur hotel until 2300 local,
ooy 1o have (o get up again at 0300 lecal 10 be ablz
got over to WBGAFT's house in time to be sure there
was time 1o put svenything in order.  We worked
feverishly Lo et the main rg to where it could be keved
by CT coming out of ¥YTIAD's laptop, and o where
tha receiver audia from the FT-1000 couid be fod to the
borrowed-frome-a-peighbor VCR and  thenes provide
the line drep whereby T could monitor what the bavs
were doing all through the contest. Adex gol cul his

saldenng 1ron at this ungodly howr 10 make up one last
¢abla which put uvs all in busincss. At 0430 local, o
half-hour before e contest, 1 pulled cut the magic
envelope and handed it to YTIAD, who with
trembling hands opened it and [=amed for the first (ime
that he and hiz parmer would have to get vsed o
sending KoM forthe fellowing 18 hours,

Meanwhile mv XYL Somporn Iearped  that
Alex's XYL Winmnie had been born  in Indonesia,
and that they both empoy pardenine and cooking as
ameag their hebbics, and | breathed a sigh of relef
that Somporn would be entertained for the weckend
whilz | concentrated on payving allention fo what the
bovs were doing at the radio

The beginning of the contest came ac 0500 logal,
and | sat back just behind the operators, my own
favonte =t of Realistic Nova Pro carphones on my
head, pen m hand to make note of any observed
discrepancics as the contest went along.  Sasha,
YUIRL, acknowledeed by both of them as the hetter
CW operator of the two, sterted the ball roling on
40 CW. The bove had climbed the tower dunng the
previous  aflsrmoom lo re-onienf  the 40 metor
inverted-v and the CT rate meter seemed Lo show that
this had been time well spent. YUIRL 15 an excellent
cw tun eperator and [ was impressed watching him m
action, and lcamed a lot. Espectally good was the fass
that i was awarz when mors than ene station had
callad lum and therefiore would usually not sipn has call
agrain until he had worked evervone who was waiting
to call him. DBut at the same timc he vaned the
rumber of times he signed his call so that dunng slow
times he would sometimes send it three times befors
standing by. He also expenly varied his keving spead,
speeding wp when the pile got big and slowing down
when thes (F's began lo drag out a bit.

The one thing | suggested to him afier the contest
was over is that he leam (o send “test" just pror o
standing by during slow times 20 that stattons know he
is RV for callers and not in the process of calling
somebody clse,

The bovs ended up with 2 unique rate of 3.7,
comewhat high, but I think most of the uniques
were un up in the first part of the contest when the
bovs were getting used to the set-up and when
YUIRL, who had never computer-logged before, was
gerting wsed to the keyvbeard and 1o CT.  As they
gradually  became more  fammliar  with  their
surroundings, they becams aware that cvery tme 1
raised my hand 1o write it was because [ had cbserved
an errar = usually a broken call - and they bepan 1o be
spooked by my hand molion

The minute [ would raise my hand they would call
back the station they wers just finishing with and make
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sure they had the call right. Thus I would say most of
my four pages of notes were written during the first
two hours.

Competitors were not allowed to use the super-
check-partial feature of their logging programs, but
once the program began to build up a database of
the stations in this particular contest, the error rate
also began to drop accordingly.

As the contest went on, I gradually became aware
that neither YTIAD nor YUIRL have had much
experience with S&P. They have been accustomed
mainly to going to rare islands or third-world
countries for the major contests, or else operating from
home at one of their country's superstations, and a
contest has usually meant for them, as KSGA once put
it on the reflector, "sitting back and pressing F1 over
and over again." Neither was particularly adept at
tuning through a crowded band and picking out the
multipliers in a hurry.

My conversations with other observers after the
contest indicated that they observed much the same
thing on the part of many of the operators they
observed. This, in my opinion, gave the USA and
Canadian operators a leg up over many of their
overseas competitors in this particular competition.
Regardless of how easy it may be to run people from
the East Coast, for example, I don't think you'll find
many top operators from over here who haven't spent
an awful lot of time S&P'ing. I also heard comments
about operators passing over easy QSO's while
S&P'ing, looking only for multipliers and not bothering
to work anyone else. This was often true for the YU's
as well.

Once he did find a multiplier, however, YT1AD
was very aggressive on SSB about getting through to
the station being called. EA8ZS allowed as how K6N
was his first WRTC station worked in the contest,
and practically let out a whoop of joy in the process.

YTIAD also kept the multiplier factor in mind,
and got a number of stations to change bands for him
for a new multiplier.

Sasha, YUIRL, is more a man of my own tastes,
however, and hates to move people. Also, on several
occasions he quarreled briefly with Hrane when Hrane
had found a multiplier on the second rig and wanted
Sasha to break a run in order to go get it. Much as
I empathized with Sasha at the time because I feel the
same reluctance in breaking up a run, he should have
listened to Hrane, as the final results showed.

You can't help sitting with top operators for
several hours, watching them go through their paces,
without a certain amount of bonding taking place.
Toward the end of the contest I got frustrated with
Sasha trying to drag VK4EMM's call through without

success after several attempts (he knew he hadn't
gotten it right yet because my pen remained poised
ready to write). He was trying to make a two-letter call
out of it. [ finally violated the rules and gave him a
hint: "You're missing a letter, and it's a very short one."
About two tries later he had it. He told me after the
contest he was pretty impressed that I could read the
guy so quickly. Call recognition certainly helped, but
I found that Sasha could frequently copy stations at a
pitch of about 100 Hz. that I couldn't even hear, but
that once the pitch was up to around 400 or 500 Hz.,
I could sometimes hear better than he could. Whether
the audio lash-up we had through the VCR was
somehow rolling off the lows or whether my ears
naturally roll off the lows, I don't know, but N6AA
said later that the same thing happens when he
operates with K6NA -- they always hear different
stations in the pile.

A corrollary of Sasha's unfamiliarity with S&P
was the fact that he would frequently call a station too
far off frequency to get him. I would say to myself: "If
only you'd move up 400 Hz you'd have him" He
would just stay on the same spot and call and call
and call. Thinking all this over after the contest, I
wonder if there aren't some Europeans who are experts
at S&P because they run QRP all the time and never
get to run anybody, and whether they might have
fared better than some of their better-known brethren
in this particular instance. On the other hand, it
would be hard to match Sasha in sending technique
and smooth pile-up control. He is a real cw technician.

The contest ended at 2300 local, everybody was
happy, the boys had made considerably more QSO's
than they had expected to, with a raw QSO total of just
over 2300. Alex, the perfect host, was pleased that
his station running barefoot had gotten out so well.
Both 9K2MU and 3V8BB called K6N rather than the
other way around. Alex had some of his local ham
neighbors over to see what was going on, and then they
would go home and work the station on all bands. 1
observed no overloading from any other WRTC station,
but a few of the local hams overloaded the receiver
now and then. It was not a serious problem. On 10
meters during the hottest part of the day they had a bit
of line noise which mostly wiped out ground-wave
sixes trying to call from directions other than where the
antenna was pointed. On 20 and 40 there was noise
caused by distant thunderstorms from time to time.
There never seemed to be a problem on 15.

About midnight we got away after effusive
farewells to Alex and Winnie, and I dropped off the
diskettes, tapes and notes to I2UTY at Contest Central
and went back to my hotel to catch some shuteye.
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About CEID logal 1 came back and pitched in o
help seore Llogs, which by then were pretty much done

I quickly reabized that without the woals put i
the Commirtes's hands bv NGTR, they never would
have been able 1o geors the leas by the time the awards
banquer took place that evening. The log analysis
program developed by Tres over the wears, based on
the requirements drawn up by NGAA, o be used as a
ool By the COWW Comtest Comrmittee, was  smmply
imvaluable ere. The truth is that there simply wasn't
enough time to do much with manv logs over and
gbove the first cut that Tree's program provided. The
not-in=logs, the bad calls and the wniques were all
pulled cut by the program and the judge warking on that
paricular log ondy bad tme o go through, subtract
points and assess penalty points based on what he saw
in front of him, and move on to g next log,

It was immensely helpful w ome n doing this
that [ had listened to the contest as an observer and
knew 10 o substantial extent what stations had been on
Thus when KTU was detectsd as a nea-cxistent eall in
the Jog I left 1t in, because { had heard that stagion very
clzarly call the bovs at KaN on a couple of bands. 1
even remember remarking to Sasha at the time that
mavhe the stafe of Uial was celebrating ils centenmial
ar some such

The iron men in log checking wore NSAA, NSZZ,
and 12U01Y, These indefatigable fellows, and perhaps a
couple of others, had staved wp all meht crunching
numbers., By 1000 local Sunday morning the job was
done cxeept for typing in the AH3D (China team) log —
which had been hand-written by the aperators — which
was done by NETR with vocal assistance from W3ZZ
and occasionally vours truly. Dut disaster had struck
the Finmish team of OHUT and OH2IW, as the
last six hours of their cperation had inexplicably not
been found on the disk  And the backup VCR tape
recarding was also wousable.  So Silicon Vallev's
[inest computer super sleuths — NaTY and K2ZMM -
were called in to work on the corrupled disk.  An
estimated score was armmved at so that the OH team
tould be putl into the results along with the cthers in
times for the banguet, with an asterisk by their score.
The last | heard, after unloading all the TSR's from
the OHs' laptop. the data was being recoversd
succssstully, slowly, by PC Tools from the coreupted
disle, 512 bytes at a time,

The final banguet, & real feost et the Stanford
Unnversity faculty club frequented these davs by that
tizrmer industrialist WA0QHS, was a happy effair with
brief spesches of recogmtion for all who helped
arganize this uanbelievable and histene weck.,  Nong
other than the President of ARRL KB&ZEV joined the
fiestivities and the crowming event was, of course, the

awarding of the first three places to KROY/KITO,
KMYPRABAL and M2IC/KSLL in that order,

VEIEINVESDY who hed a brlliant fourth place
[inish were also judged mest the most coneenial duo
by the judges and referees, and VETCCVETNTT were
hanored for their leading low-unique rate. | agree
that sonme mention probably should have been made of
the top European team, the top Japanese team, #tc., but
| czn anly guess that the continuing uncertainty of the
final siteaticn for the OH team kept the Commitics
from wanling to say too much o0 2000,

Most of the pamicipants stayed on for the next
dav's tour of the Napa WValley wingries, which
afforded me the pleasure of interesting confabs with
R1AR, K3ZD, WX3IN oand G30OZF as well as
BALTP, between naps on the bus and on winery lawns.
Az | hove been saving for vears, the West Coast shall
rse agpin Just wait till all of chose BA's, BD's and
B('s start fattening the contest logs of our Left Coasl
brethren. ™o more comments will be heard about Right
Coasters aod ther wom out Fl kevs, | am sure,

Thanks, WETC, Inc., for a once-in-a-lifetise
experience!

l":T!l" IT-'.||I
Fred Laun, BE3Z0

Contest Calendar

August, 1996

Eurcpean HF Championship 1000-2200Z, Aug 3
ARRL UHF Contest 180D, Aug 3 to 18002, Aug 4
Nomh Amer. QS0 Pacty, CW
1800Z, Aug 3 to (R00Z, Aug 4
WAE DX Contest, CW
O000Z, Aug 10 to 24002, Aug 11
SARTG WW RTTY Contest
0O00Z, Aug 17 to 16002, Aug 18
SEANET WW DX Contest, 55B
DO01E, Aug 17 to 2359, Aug 1%
ABRRL 10 GHz Cunml. Contest
DEOD=Z000 Tocal time, Aue 17 and Aue 18
Marth Amer. Q50 Party, Phone
1R00L, Aug 17 to BAOOZ, Aug 18
WEWSS VHF and Above Sprint
190:0-2200 lecal time, Aug 21
TOEC WW Gnd Conrest, CW
|200Z, Aug 34 10 1200Z, Aug 25
Lltah Centennial Q50 Party
L5002, Aug 24 1o 21002, Aug 25



September, 1996

All Asian DX Contest, SSB
0000Z, Sep 7 to 2400Z, Sep 8
European Field Day, SSB
1500Z, Sep 7 to 1500Z, Sep 8
North American Sprint, CW
0000Z-0359Z, Sep 8

At the August meeting the results should be in on
what the club wants to do for contests this year. Check
for the meeting location and please come on by and take
part in the discussions and decisions.

Here it is August already, and contest season will
soon be on us. CQP will be the first weekend of
October and the start of the big contests. Well, the
really good big contest is the week before CQP - CQ
WW RTTY.

Make plans to get on for CQP - it is the most fun
contest of all season.

As promised last month, I have all the scores for
this month. Send your summary sheet info to me via e-
mail (jholly@cup.hp.com), snail mail (2021 Stonewood
Ln.; San Jose 95132) or via packet. I'm back up on
packet now and check into K6LLK.

CQP

WAG6YVS 2068

CQ 160M

P49V 397,024

W6BIP 17,625
ARRL RTTY ROUNDUP
WA6SDM 37,512
W6ISO 3,588
JANUARY NAQP SSB
AB6YL 34,615
ARRL VHF SS

W6ISO 462

NA SPRINT

N6RO 13,570
ADRS RTTY WPX
WA6SDM 145,668
ARRL DX CW

P49V 4,289,820

AB6YL 49,329
W6PLJ 37,062
ARRL DX SSB

P40V 6,282,390
K6HNZ 231,849
N6CCL 231,678
N6RO 124,200
AB6YL 116,604
W6PLJ 78,480

CQ WPX SSB

P40V 11,209,231
WwU7Q 3,100,902
K6HNZ 1,857,300
N6CCL 502,944
AB6YL 343,376
AE6Y 341,376
W6PLJ 50,120
CQ WPX CW

AE6Y 475,888
ADGE 154,872
AB6YL 138,432
ARRL FIELD DAY

W6PLJ + W6ISO 2A 1340
AB6YL 1D 3590

[IARU

NI1EE 312

NCJ RTTY NAQP
WA6SDM 21,141
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USE THIS FORM TO PAY DUES FOR 1596-1597! (AND TO VOTE ON NCCC CONTEST FOCUS!)

Name: _ Full Mcmberships ... _xfn=
Call: Family Memberstups ... _ XFlie=_
Address: Associele'Student ., __x5li=

Donation to General Fund ...
__ Danagion to Repeater Fund ..............,
E-mail address; _ TOTALenclosed .o, .

Home phone:

YWork Phone:

Flease indicate your priorities for three contests veu would like the NCCC 10 focus on in itz [998-1997 scazon. | A
1" indicates your choice for highest priority, “27 for second pricricy, and *37 for third )

ARFL DX Contest
&85

WPX
COWW
Other Confest:

Coanmenls:
Cut out the mailing label to the right, and use it to Dick Dievendorff, AAGMC
miail the renewal form, “ballot™ and ducs check 1o 1211 Janis Way

San Jose, CA 95125 - 4050
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Look for the
HRO Home Page
on the World Wide Web

B - SUNNYVALE, CA 54085
THE NEXT GENERATION 510 Lawrence Expwy. #1102
(408) 736-9496
(800) B54-6046

Ken, K1ZKM. Mgr.

DAXLAND, CA 94606
2210 Livingston St.
(510) 534-5757

(800) 854-6046
Mark, KEGOFP, Mgr.
|-B80 at 23rd Ave. ramp

- FREE
— 7051068008, —
— g ReMOTEN—

» 200W Stable Output Power
« DSP { Digital Signal Processing)
» Automatic |F Notch Filter

» Adjustable DSP Noise Reduction

FT'1 UDHMP HF Transceiver

« Enhanced Digital Signal Processing
« Dual R
« Collins SSB filter built-in
«100W. Power supply built-in
[ Gall Now For Low Intro. Pricing
E IC-706 auMode Transceiver Gall No LoV L

=orrmaes

« 100W HF + BM/10W 2M TS-870S Hr vransceiver

* All Modes including FSK

. : * D5P in |.E. Stage!
» Detachable Contral Panel and Display i age

| _ e noise reduction
il = 102 Alghahumeric Memories '
i e R i Alpranum 5 Bavior o oot .
e 1 HoisBlanker' - | tering (no opt. filters req
" . oy iy et Lo FICS 15232 Windows software inc
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