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President's Report
Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM

September is just around the corner, and with it comes our Club Picnic at
Shoup Park in Los Altos. A big thank you to K9YC for once again donating the
meat for our BBQ. Last year’s picnic was a great success, and the feedback from
everyone who attended was overwhelmingly positive, so we were determined to do
it again.

One thing your Secretary and I are particularly focused on is finding
better ways to integrate our newer members into the Club. A big part of that

effort is mentoring and giving newer contesters an opportunity to operate from reasonably
competitive stations and experience what contesting can really be.

Many of us started out at modest stations, only to be frustrated by local noise, modest
equipment,  inadequate  antennas,  and  other  limitations.  It  can  be  discouraging.  But  give
someone a chance to operate from a good station, and the contesting bug can take hold
quickly!

I’m  very  grateful  to  the  experienced  contesters  who  have  volunteered  to  serve  as
mentors and make their stations available. We’re working to pair interested newcomers with
seasoned contesters so they can learn, operate, and—hopefully—have a lot of fun along the
way.

Our next KB contest is NA Sprint Fall CW. For some, it will be another routine Sprint; for
others—including me—it’s a great opportunity to improve a personal score. And there are
plenty of chances to practice during our weekly NA Sprints.

See you on the bands!

KB, Roberto K6KM
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55 Years of Contesting
Excellence



W6SX Notes
Running

- Received wisdom says signal-challenged ops should S&P early in a contest and Run later. I think
that  this  is  backwards.  Early  in  a  contest,  signal-challenged  stations  answering  CQs  are
competing against the whole world. Most of the time you are going to lose or have to wait. Better
to find a clear frequency low or high in the band and CQ. Your only competition will be SNR.
You'll get lots of responses. S&P later when everyone will be begging for contacts. YMMV

-

Upcoming Meetings
Gary, NA6O – NCCC Secretary

•Sunday, 20 September: NCCC Family Picnic, Shoup Park, Los Altos

•Tuesday, 13 October:  WRTC panel wrap up, Wagon Wheel, Mountain View

•Monday, 2 November: Contesting Tips and Tricks with N6TV, Wagon Wheel, Mountain View

NEW MEMBER

Vadim "Vim" Krasnoiarov, AA6MU 
Wanut Creek, California

vadimkras@yahoo.com

Vim helping to install a 15m VDA at N6RO. Picture by K6KM 

Welcome aboard Vim!

JUG  #650   September 2026 2/14D



N6TU SK

The Erector Set, and The Story of Field Day 1976

Gary, VA7RR/WA6VEF

I’d like to share with you some of the story of Bruce Swearingen, N6TU, his 
contributions to the Northern California Contest Club, and the story of NCCC’s 
effort in Field Day 1976.

From my NCCC Photo Archive is a picture of a very exhausted Bruce, on the
left, taken on Sunday afternoon after the conclusion of Field Day in 1976. Also 
pictured, in the center, is Bob,N6TV, back when he boasted a full head of hair.

This was the year that our Club made its first and only entry in Field Day. 
Situated on a hilltop location in Belmont, CA, it was an ambitious and full-bore 
affair with multiple portable towers and other supports that were equipped with 
mono band antennas. Bruce played a major role in transporting the antennas and 
towers to the operating site, getting everything erected, and disassembling and 
hauling everything away after the contest was over.

The Field Day effort itself was quite a success. NCCC entered the 5A 
category using the call W6PAA (N6RO’s callsign back then), with 32 Club members
sharing in the operating duties. The Club finished with more than 3,900 raw QSOs, 
good enough for second place overall in the category after the results were tallied.

However, in hindsight, the 1976 Field Day turned out to be a “burn-out” 
event for most that participated. The weather was incredibly hot for the week 
before the contest, as well as during the weekend of the event. This made the 
antenna work particularly challenging and exhausting,and created a very 
uncomfortable operating environment during the contest itself. Also, a couple of 
days before the weekend, vandals untied the guy ropes to the support that held 
the 40 meter CW yagi - fortunately, the ropes were reattached before anything 
disastrous happened. And conditions during the contest were not very good at all.
It was such an ordeal that NCCC never again participated as a Club in Field Day 
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after that. And Bruce, who was so good at conjuring up the right words to say, 
later summarized NCCC’s participation in Field Day 1976. He said to me, “Never 
have so many worked so hard for so little.”

Bruce was very active in NCCC during the last half of the 1970s. He served 
on the Club’s Board of Directors and was Vice President/Contest Chairman in 
1977. But above all, during those years he led a group he called the Erector Set 
that helped other NCCC Club members (at no charge, of course) with tower and 
antenna work. This was his greatest contribution to NCCC,and it was no surprise 
that he was awarded Contester of the Year honors in 1976. It was the deserved 
recognition of his many hours of service in helping others in the Club to get their 
stations contest-ready.

RIP OM.

         
             N6TU and N6TV

K6XX wrote: And let's not forget that Bruce claimed the quotation:

"Life is Too Short For QRP"

Followed by “God bless all QRP operators” 
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Club License Reminder
By Maria Somma, AB1FM, ARRL VEC Manager

While amateur radio operators are generally diligent about updating and renewing their licenses, club 
licenses can sometimes be overlooked. It’s important for clubs to periodically review their club license 
information to ensure everything is current.

Take a few moments to verify that your club’s mailing address and trustee information are accurate in the
FCC license database. Also, confirm that the license is not approaching expiration.

All club license transactions (except for new vanity call sign requests) must be handled through an FCC-
approved Club Station Call Sign Administrator (CSCSA) by completing a 605-C Form (Club Station 
Application). This form cannot be submitted directly to the FCC, and club transactions cannot be 
completed through the FCC’s website. The ARRL VEC is a CSCSA and can process these requests for your 
club.

Please refer to the appropriate instructions and club application form to help you update or renew your 
club license.

Keeping your club license up to date helps ensure smooth operations and continued FCC compliance.

If you have questions or need help, please contact the ARRL VEC department at vec@arrl.org.
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NA6O Key Repair Service 

As a service to NCCC members, I can do all sorts of repairs on any Morse keying devices including 
paddles, bugs, and straight keys of all makes and vintages. Whether you need a basic adjustment, a 
deep cleaning, or a full restoration, I can handle it. Complete machine shop: Missing parts can be 
fabricated and bright-nickel plated or painted as required. I normally don’t charge anything except if I 
have to buy commercial parts (e.g. Vibroplex), and also shipping.

Pictured here is my most recent restoration, for Scott, KK6IK. It’s an early Brown Bros. BTL with 
conventional pivots rather than flexures that are used in later BTL-A models.
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Communicating in the Modern Age
c. 1991

A conversation imagined between N6TV
and Jack Troster, W6ISQ (SK)

W6ISQ (SK), NCCC President, 1990-1991

N6TV, NCCC VP/CC, 1990-1991

“Jack, I’ve got this great article for The Jug!”

“Great, I’ll send Fred right over.”

“Fred?  Who’s Fred?”

“My old reliable carrier pigeon.”

“Wait, how does Fred know where I live?”

“He’s visited every tower in the Bay Area.”

“Did he tell you that?”

“Ha, Fred can’t talk.  But he leaves his “white stuff” on
every antenna.  I’m sure he’s left some on yours.”

“Yeah, he must have been here many times.  Well, 
can I just send it to you via FAX?”

“Nope.  Fred used up all my FAX paper to line his 
coop.”
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“Oh.  How about if I send it using email via the 
Internet?”

“I don’t like nets.”

“OK, maybe I can upload it to you via the packet 
cluster?”

“Upload?  I only invested in no-load funds.”

“Er, um, why don’t I put it on a diskette?”

“Well, last time someone strapped one of those 
things on Fred’s little foot, he crash-landed.  It must 
have thrown off his aerodynamics.”

“Oh no.  I’ll just send it via the Post Office.”

“Nope, no good.  They don’t speak to me anymore.  It
must have been the last batch of Jugs I mailed with 
all those ‘secret inserts’.”

“Well, I guess I’ll just have to drive up to your place 
and type it into Maggie’s Macintosh.”

“Fine, fine!  That’s a grand idea.  I’ll get Maggie to 
make some DUBs *.  Now, since you’re coming, why 
don’t you bring your climbing belt?  See, my coax is 
45 years old, and it really needs to be replaced.  Fred
used to help with that, but he’s getting up there, and 
well, see …”

* Delicious Undercooked Brownie

JUG  #650   September 2026 8/14D



  

NCCC Membership Information

To join NCCC, please fill out an application for membership

 https://www.memberplanet.com/s/nccckb/application 

The application will be read and voted upon at our monthly 
meeting.  Don't worry nominators; we'll take care of that.  To 
join, you must reside within club territory which is defined as 
everything in California north of the Tehachapi's up to the 
Oregon state line, and part of northwestern Nevada (anything 
within our ARRL 175-mile radius circle centered at 10 miles 
north of Auburn on Highway 49).

JUG Content Needed

The JUG is one of the ways we as a contest community stay 
connected and share ideas. The JUG will be what your ideas, 
contributions, and feedback make it. Please make it something 
special. Send to w6sx@arrl.net 

ZOOM Honcho(s)

*  This  is  CRITICAL! We  need  Zoom.  The  job
requires a laptop with PowerPoint and some kind
of  video  output.  We  have  wireless  mics  and  a
bunch of  cables  and adapters.  Without  help,  we
have  no  Zoom.  Without  Zoom,  everyone  in  the
hinterlands misses our meetings.  Hopefully more
than one person, so nobody is permanently stuck
with the job, and maybe trade off depending on
location. Volunteer to NA6O. Please

Howdy KBers! 

Thanks to  K6KM, NA6O, VA7RR/WA6VEF, and N6TV for this issue. I need input every month. Please
send to w6sx@arrl.net . 

KB Exuberantly, Hank
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About   NCCC
Officers and Directors
President: Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM
Vice-President/Contest Chairman:  VACANT
Secretary: Gary Johnson, NA6O
Treasurer: David West, KO6M  [acting]
Director: Jim Brown, K9YC
Director: Chris Tate, N6WM
Director: Ed Radlo, AJ6V
Past President: David West, KO6M

Volunteers
Charter Member: Rusty Epps, W6OAT
Awards Chair: Gary Johnson, NA6O
California QSO Party Chair: Dean Wood, N6DE
QSL Mgr [K6ZM]: WN6A
QSL Mgr [K6CQP/N6CQP/W6CQP]: Dean Wood, N6DE
NAQP Teams: VACANT
NA CW Sprint Teams: Bob Vallio, W6RGG
NCCC Email Reflector Admin: Phil Verinsky, W6PK
Worked All CA Counties Award: Fred Jensen, K6DGW
Photographer: Bob Wilson, N6TV

NCCC Thur Night Contesting:     ncccsprint.com

                                                    radiosport.world/ladder
NCCC Sprint: Bill Haddon N6ZFO/4 n6zfo@arrl.net
                       Vic Diccico vicd@uwaterloo.ca
NS CW Ladder: Bill Haddon, N6ZFO/4   n6zfo@arrl.net 
                          Tim Shoppa tshoppa@gmail.com
FT4/8 Sprint: Dennis W1UE egan.dennis88@gmail.com
Communications
Webmaster: John Miller, K6MM and Tom Epperly, NS6T, 
tepperly@gmail.com

Webinars: Vacant*
Membership: Gary Johnson, NA6O/Ian Parker, W6TCP

JUG Editor
Hank Garretson, W6SX: w6sx@arrl.net
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Northern California Contest Club Reflector—Guidelines

The NCCC email reflector is devoted to the discussion of contesting.  Topics include contests, station building,
dxpeditions, technical questions, contesting questions, amateur radio equipment wants/sales, score posting,
amateur  radio meetings/  conventions,  and membership achievements.   Postings may not  include personal
attacks, politics, or off-subject posts.  Such postings will be considered a violation of the Guidelines

Find NCCC on Social Media

Facebook: “Northern California Contest Club”

X (aka Twitter): “NCCCKB” 

Find NCCC on Slack

Contact N6WM

Find NCCC on Discord

Contact K6KM

NCCC Lands’ End   Store
The NCCC Land’s End store is online! You can choose from an array of shirts, jackets, and hats and apply your choice of 
custom-embroidered NCCC logos: A plain one, or one that also says Fifty Years. And, you can personalize your item by 
adding your name and/or call sign. The store is open 24/7 and items are shipped directly to you. No more waiting for 
everyone else to make up their minds on a group purchase. https://business.landsend.com/store/nccc/ or from the NCCC 
website:  http://nccc.ccc/members/lestore.html Thanks to W6TCP for helping to set this up. Instructions for purchases from
Lands’ End NCCC Store

1. Go to https://business.landsend.com/store/nccc/

2. Click on Men’s or Women’s link, then choose item(s) 

3. Pick color, inter quantity of each size you want to order. 

4. Click Apply Logos and Personalizations. This will display the logo choices. Try them out. It will show you what 
they look like on your chosen fabric color. 

5. Select a location for logo (left side, ride side, back, etc) 
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6. Click Apply Logo. 

7. Optionally, click Add Personalization to add your name or call sign ($8.00, 10 character limit) 

8. Click Add to Bag and Continue Shopping or. 

Start Secure Check out. Account creation and credit card required. 
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