
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
Happy October, KBôers! 

 

The contest season is upon us.  I trust all of the 
summer antenna jobs are complete and all of 
you have your stations operating on all 8 cylin-
ders.  I have an 80 meter sloper to repair, but 
otherwise everything seems to be in order at 
W1RH.  Iôm becoming more and more familiar 
with the operation of my new Flex 6700 and 
Maestro, and I have Chris, N6WM, to thank for 
helping me with the learning process. 

 

 

The first weekend of this month meant another 
successful and fun California QSO Party.  I be-
lieve we have reached the 900 log count and we 
did have all of our counties active.  

 

 

For the 8th year in a row, my East Coast M/S 
contesting partner, Martin AA1ON, traveled to 
California to operate and we had a blast. 

 

 

 A week prior to the contest, N6TV put the word 
out that we were still looking for operators in 
Trinity, Colusa, and Alpine Counties.  Our mem-
bers came through for us with the Tehama group 
taking one for the team and splitting up to cover 
Tehama, Colusa and Trinity.  Thanks go out to 
K9YC, N6RNO, WB6HYD, N3RC, N3ZZ, 
W6GJB, and K6MI for their last minute efforts in 
getting all three counties activated. 
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NCCC Next Meeting 

Location: 
Michaels @ Shoreline, Mountain View 

 

Saturday, December 17th 

11am to 3pm  

 

More details to follow next month ! 
 

LǎǎǳŜ роо 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмс 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ȅŜǊ   ²м{w5  ǿмǎǊŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  5ƛŎƪ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ  Yс[wb  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   wƛŎƪ YŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘ  bсwY  ǊƛŎƘŀǊŘϪƪŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƛŎƘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ  ²/сI  ǿŎсƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƻƴ /ŀǎǘǊƻ  bсL9  ǊƻƴŎϪǎƻƴƛŎΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ b!сh  ƎǿƧϪǿōфƧǇǎΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  YŜǾƛƴ wƻǿŜǧ Yс¢5  ƪсǘŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
/vt /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  /ƘǊƛǎ IƻũƳŀƴ YDсh  ŎƘƻũƳŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
ƧǳƎϪƴŎŎŎΦŎŎ     

 NCCC Membership Information 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ b///Σ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ  Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ όt5C ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳύ 

¢ƻ ƧƻƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦΥ 

¶ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƘŀŎƘŀǇƛϥǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

¶ ! ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ όŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ !ww[ мтр-ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎŜƴπ
ǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳōǳǊƴ ƻƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ пфύΦ 

 

 

NCCC Net 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у ta 

CǊŜǉΥ оΦсмл Ҍκ- 

NCCC  

Visit the meetings 
page of the NCCC 
website here for de-
tails of the next 
meeting 

 

http://nccc.cc/application.html
http://nccc.cc/pdf/application-n3zz.pdf
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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Alpine County was another last minute effort.  With the assistance of K6DGW, who provided site 
information on the Monitor Pass location Fred and his team operated from for several years, one of 
our new members, Tyler K6TLR, took it and ran with it.  He and his uncle (K6DRL), both experi-
enced  four wheelers, stopped by my house and picked up a FT-857, generator, tribander, 40 meter 
dipole, power supply and mast, and then drove to Monitor Pass and set up camp at 8,500 feet ele-
vation.  They got it all going, surviving a night time temperature of 19 degrees and a snow storm 
near the end of the contest, giving many out-of-state contesters the ALPI mult.  NCCC and the CQP 
committee thank Tyler and Darrel for activating Alpine. 

 

I would be remiss in not mentioning the fabulous CQP team, led by John, K6MM.  Special thanks 
also go out to Bob, N6TV, for coordinating the county activation effort.  Now, itôs all in the hands of 
the log checking group. 

 

The preliminary results of the 2016 NAQP Three Club Challenge are out, and itôs not a pretty picture 
for NCCC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been quite a bit of discussion, following the posting of the results, regarding a way to 
ñequalize the footingò between the three clubs, based on membership.  It was stated in one email 
that PVRC has 750 members, NCCC has 500 members, and SMC has 310 members, therefore giv-
ing PVRC the edge in the competition.  Iôm not sure if the SMC and PVRC membership numbers 
are correct, but I do know that that the number quoted for NCCC is not correct.  Indeed, our mem-
bership is actually around 250, based on Ianôs (W6TCP) multi-month cleanup of our membership 
list.  The proposal would give the clubs with fewer members a multiplier to ñequalize the footingò.  
Personally, I have mixed emotions with this suggestion and I doubt there will be a change in the 
rules.  NCCC has shown that we can win the Challenge if we really want to, but it means the partici-
pation of nearly all of our 250 members. 

 

In the downside of the solar cycle, I do question the ability of our club to win the challenge, which 
makes me wonder if it would make more sense to form competitions between West Coast clubs, 
such as SCCC. 

 

Some will suggest that NCCC is just not interested in NAQP.  I disagree.  In my opinion, HF contest-
ing is fun, no matter what the contest is, but the amount of fun for those of us on the West Coast 
may follow the solar cycle.  The peak of the cycle means lots of HF fun and more member participa-
tion.  The bottom of the cycle means less HF fun and participants need to work harder for the 
points, which may mean reduced participation.   
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Iôll let you form your own conclusions.  For me, while HF contesting at the peak of the cycle is al-
ways a rush, contesting is still a rush in the down cycleé..improving strategy, improving the low 
band antennas, lowering noise levels, etc. 

 

NCCC will, again, not be focusing on Sweepstakes this year.  We just do not have enough member 
interest to compete in the Unlimited Club category.  Instead, MLDXCC will go for another gavel in 
the Medium Club category and I presume that PL259 will do same for the local club category.  We 
will, however, be rallying the troops for the RTTY Roundup and WPX RTTY. 

 

The results, so far, in the NCCC internal club competition are looking interesting.  The latest contest 
scores to be added to the cumulative totals will be CQWW SSB.  I hope to post the totals on the 
website in a few weeks. 

 

As I write this, the officers and a few volunteers are working on the details for our December Holiday 
party.  Stay tuned. 

 

Enjoy the contest season, KBôers! 

 

 

N3ZN Key 
 

 

 

When I was at N6RO for CQP, Steve K6AW brought a single 
lever N3ZN key for his use.  taking a close look at the crafts-
manship I was very impressed and Contacted Tony.   

 

After discussing with him I decided to purchase a new ZN-SL 
single lever from him. 
 
It arrived today and all I can say is great things about the 
craftsmanship and quality.  I am very impressed.  mechani-
cally its outstanding. 
 
Tony N3ZN was great and I really felt he took good care of 
me.  I would recommend taking a look at his stuff if you are 
in the market for a new CW key. 
 
Really top quality stuff.  

 

 

Chris N6WM 
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K6MðModoc County 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Operators: K4XU NX1P AA5TL AE7EU N7NPQ KU7F W7YOW KS7V.  KA5ZLQ, Mrs AA5TL, was 
our photographer. 
 
The Central Oregon DX Club has been making the 200 mile trek from Bend to light up Modoc coun-
ty in the CQP every year since 1999. As we like to say, Field Day is not a contest, it's just practice 
for the CQP!  We operated from the Modoc National Forest Timber Mountain fire lookout facility. It 
has a small barn, a pit toilet, two 15A line power circuits, and the 35 foot lookout tower itself. 
W7YOW, one of our operators actually served as a lookout here for several years. 
 
We left Bend Oregon at 7AM and stopped for the ritual breakfast at Gordy's truck stop. From there 
we caravaned south, through Klamath Falls and then southeast into CA and Modoc County. The 
last 4 miles are on a very wash boarded dirt road. We had AA5TL's 5th wheel trailer, W7YOW's 
truck camper, and a motorhome loaned by usual participant WN7K. AE7EU and KU7F came down 
late in the evening because they both still work for a living. 
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This year we ran two 500W stations: Paula's KX3/KPA500(modified)/KAT500 on CW and Dick's 
K3/KPA500 for phone. The phone station used a TH-3 on the trailer tower. It was only cranked to 
45' because of the 50 mph winds. The CW station used a TH-3jr on a 30 ft pole 250 ft due south of 
the trailer tower. This spacing provides enough isolation to run the two stations on the same HF 
band. A 40m 2 element inverted V beam is supported between the trailer tower and a 45' military 
mast. This mast also supported the 80m inverted V. A 40m dipole sloping south from the lookout 
tower rail was used on CW.The 160m antenna was a 200' inverted L also hanging off the lookout 
tower's south railing at 35'. We tried a new anchor point south of the tower this year. Not a good 
plan. Unknown to us, about 0645Z (midnight) a deer ran into the L's anchor rope and broke it, caus-
ing the wire to intermittently touch the tower. Only 18 QSOs on top band this year.  For LF receive, 
there is a 300' Beverage going East. 

 
The summit of Timber Mountain is shared by the NFS fire lookout, a telephone microwave relay 
tower, a multi-company cellphone tower, and a third 60' tower for NFS and BLM VHF repeaters. 
Over the years we have had to deal with switch-mode power supply QRM. As their gear has been 
upgraded over time and new tenants added, the noise problem has actually decreased. In past 
years we put the 80m inverted V on a pole 20' above the lookout's deck. Because fire lookout oper-
ations ended at 6PM on Friday this year, the tower was locked up and we were forced to put the 
80m inverted V on the military mast. But we were rewarded with a much lower 80m noise level. Ap-
parently there's something in the manned fire lookout that makes 80m noise.  
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When we arrived, a weather front was approaching, and while the temperature remained about 55Á, 
the wind was gusting to 50mph. Saturday's weather was partly sunny and mid-50s. Sunday morning 
broke with a gray sky, rain/snow showers and 35Á.  As the morning progressed the LF antennas 
were taken down. Paula had to leave for Brookings at noon so we were down to one transmitter for 
the last three hours. We kept it on CW to keep the points/hr as high as possible. We still needed 
Delaware for a sweep. At 2020Z N3DXX answered our CQ and we had it. 
 
As the 2016 CQP ended at 3 PM, we immediately started cranking down the trailer tower. The snow 
was starting to stick and we were wondering what the road conditions would be like going down the 
mountain. The whole operation was packed and ready to go by 3:30. 
 

 
Looking back, two weeks after the event, it was another fun time at Modoc. It was not the worst 
weather we have ever experienced. We had fun, ate well, and trained two new ops. Our club's next 
effort is to crank up the 7th Area QSO Party. The CODXC manages this event and in its twelve year 
existence it has become the second largest QSO party in the country, right behind the CQP. 7QP is 
the first weekend in May, and with 259 counties to cover, it offers an excellent opportunity for rare 
county expeditioning or mobiling. Hint hint. 
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Our thanks to the NCCC for running the CQP. 

 

73, K6M Team, Modoc County 

 

 

Next Monthé..Serious Logging problems @ N6G, Tuolumne  
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SUMMER  

BBQ 

Radio Oakley - N6RO 

Photos  provided by John K6MM, Gary NA6O, Roger N3RC 
and Ian W6TCP 
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WA6O, K3EST, KI6NJW 

W6PH, NA6O 


