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Northern California Contest Club

Excellence In Amateur Radio Contesting
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against the Southern Hemi sphere and Southeast As

I s change in the air? Certainly many thoughtful
usual . Among the most frequent suggestions are
er schemes to reflect the distances involved [th
and one (!) country multiplier. Europe spans th
the power of the Internet to design different <co
boundaries, including continental boundaries and

It

K6SRZ as presently constituted

i s heartening to see that NCCC has been at th

Consider the following | ist:
CQP, our flagship contest, iIis the only state Q
The Thursday evening NS contests attract hams
format is definitely family friendly
CWOPS, |l argely an innovation pioneered by NCCC

CWOPS tests are very popular and more and mor
N6 DE6s NAQRviddrmes kst scheme i s an innovation

parti crigptahtdront han just QSOs x mults. My gues
efforts in the | onger 24 -wiot-&8nnh et cacmteanet w,i
even more traction.
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The Locust o@SPoRardtipncsloundtees a serious effort to

field And at | east o0drhe «fectrled@h ilsiasr inmetr oway $ o
contests might increase participation by incl
above the usual QSO x multipliers format.

Your own NCCC BOD is thrashindgteunt atdeaesyfonl &
t hreat -tahweatr droecogni zes participation acOWss a
SSB, and RTTY.

There is much more room for innovation. Te quot
Contest reflector:

I mean, really, we've been playing essentially t
are other useful ways of competing.

I n other news, December s premiesidt atlion pey sBd, oWO
presentation of cutting edge RTTY contesting inn
NCCCbs next focus contest, the ARRL RTTY roundup

A panadaptor view of KO9W running a JA RTTY pileup. The ttwo gr e
hundreds of JA RTTY ops. Photo courtesy W6SFK

Il n January we wi |l |l be meeting jointly wiWdédmReEDXA
dagvening to hear John, K6MM, report on the r ec

Il n February, if all works out, Hank, W6SX, wil
masters.

Il n March we have our traditional Awards Night at
April is election night. Since electiobhwi séendgt
already occurred) we wil/ al so be havinmgtamdianmntde
propagation modes

Il n May, I hope we can venture to the Mother Lode
finalized.
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Finally, herebdés the text of the note we received
memor i al contribution in the name of Robert Smit
On behalf of the faculty, staff, and student s, t hank
truly thoughtful way to preserve the vitality of som
the hall marks of Foothil and De Anza colleges and vy
Robin Lyssenko

Associate Director

[ Bel ow that in handwriting]

Thank you! Dr. Smithwitdhlkankasg oau Wwonddrhfiwsl |mavrel y gi ft

I hope to see many of you at the December 9 meet

73,
Al an/ K6SRZ

JUG December Deadl i ne

The | ast date to submit articles for the January
We would welcome articles and information from o
W6 TCP, via email at w6tcpian@gmail . com

CQPExpeditions

Where didSgpnd go@r report and pictures to |l an W6
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Sweepstakes Experience by ADG6E

After a two year hiatus, NCCC members decided to
dent in the member survey done | ast year in whic
thought i1t was time to renew their passion and g
evident in the very next question in that survey
SS effort. There was only one positive response.
As that | one responder, | took the task seriousl
the top of the SS heap. SS is unusual i n contes
guire super heros with super stations. What it
tive Our roster is quite bloated with about 550
dues required for continued membership. While th
many of our members joined and then effectively
the key to wiaAamivhgo®aties tthmsreel ost members and ¢
This past summer a gallant crew of volunteers be
found was that al most half the roster couldn't b
surprising and disappointing. Others responded b
out of the hobby all together Then there were t
Aithanks for calling, |l wasn't going to get on bu
How did all this pan out?

First, -berosuperned out big time with some amazi

CW S/ O HP

*N6 T&/perating from W7/7RN is c¢claiming #1 S/ O HP C
244,684,

K66 XX is holding on to #15 S/ O with 1269 QSOs

WC6H i spimc21lwith 1176 QSOs

N6PN i 8%ilmac22with 1159 QSOs
i
[

NU6S i Sbiaceéwith 1119 QSOs

N6BV i §piace7with 1115 QSOs
*K7GHEperating from W6JZH is c¢claiming #2 S/ O LP
194,054,

* NN7SS (KB6UFO) is claiming #1 QRP CW with 787
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*N6e Xmade the top ten (#9) in U class CW with 11E¢€
K6 SRZ i'dbliancelwi th 1154 QSOs
W1SRD i §biacda5with 1116 QSOs
WA60 i shimce7with 1093 QSOs
N6RO i Splaclwith 1039 QSOs
ND2T i §hiaces5with 1010 QSOs
* W6YX is in a commanding |l ead for #1 school sta
*K6SK2TJI, K2YYs 'Wpro2a8c)e Multi CW with 1007 QSOs o]
* KH7LC (AH6RE, KH6hCac®HB¥)ti sLPNC® with 1122 Q
On the SSB side:
*N6BYK3EST, N6BV, N6RO) @ N6R dcse hwulldiindglPowit b
* W6 YX "fpsl aice 22as a school station with 1392 QSOs
*WC6Hs 'i'bnl ace HP S/ O with 1767 QSOs

NU6S (at N6TM)acies wint 1 51550 QSOs

AEG6Y ié%ﬁ@c63mﬂti1 1011 QSOs
*N6ZFios i"hl a6e for LP S/ O with 1039 QSOs (mi sse:
* NN7SS (KB6UFO) has a °*podmman QRPg wli @ &ad 586r QS Os

*WX58perating

from W7RNDPiachoUddlnas sonwittoh 31821

K6 SRZ i'dblianceldwi th 1539 QSOs
NS6T i 8plimc&81lwith 1009 QSOs
W6 OAT i 8l ac82with 1002 QSOs
A hearty congratulations to all for doing so wel
Il n addition, there were sever al members who went
been able to do on their own by doing split oper
continued on n
As a club, the SS competition stil!]l relies on AL
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My Townhonmec &mtaicrku e d

VERTICAL BEAMS 227

being tuned as reflector and director. The equivalent quad
configuration, analogous to Fig 13.3(b), may also be used. For 360°
directional switching the four feeders may be brought into the
shack or a ‘switchbox’ may be mounted on the mast. The
arrangements shown in Fig 13.2(a) and (b) can also be adapted,
assuming access to the lower end and the use of plug-and-socket
connections

Inevitably this suffers from the disadvantages of X-beams in
general (p95) and, referring to Fig 5.4, the shape of the
published radiation pattern suggests a phase-angle ratio @/g,
of 1.8, corresponding to a gain of only 3dB. If it is necessary
to lose an S-point anyway, it seems to the author that given the
choice one might as well combine it with the advantages of
low height and, incidentally, vastly greater reductions of rear
and minor lobes, assuming the results of the computer study
[2] to be applicable despite the bends in the elements.
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Operating the California QSO Party

N6 G
Early in 2013 I an W6TCP and Arnold KQ6DI began s
class station for the California QSO Party (CQP)
specifically for the contest.) The first order
in Tuolumne County near Yosemite. The first wee
the cabin to confirm that it was a reasonabl e pl
was that a shed for a cabin 200 feet away burned
The |lightning scars o the nearby trees were cl e
across the dirt to get to this shed. I nterestin
The group of cabins was built in the | ate 19100s
as temporary buildings. They now have water and
ty i s one mile away, -nsaod et hedreec tirsi cvadr yn oliistet,| e uma n
own generators for power.
With a site selected we added John WBG6ETY and Er
ued throughout the year with equipment |ists cre
beam antenna for 10, 15 and 20 meters, so |l an de
There was an underused trailer with a tower, so
Just when all of the plans were coming together
an issue because it was nearly 10 miles and 2 ri
began, the area of the cabins was evacuated. Th
i ns. Firefighters spent two days protecting the
caused high winds while they were doing their be
but speculation from the cabin owners was that e
mont hs; well beyond CQP. A plan B site needed t
in EI Dorado County. We were relieved to have a
inal cabin was not available in time for CQP.
The fire came within 100 yards of the cabins in
ea. Two weeks after the fire passed the area an
wasndt enough to put out smoldering trees and st
smoking and occasional tree stumps would catch f
five weeks before. We were relieved that acce
and we could operate as planned. [ As I 6m writin
are continuing to put out nearby stumps and s mol
l an, Eric and Arnold planned on arriving on Wedn
|l aid plansé Il anés work informed him that he woul
down with a cold, and it was mutually decided th
share his cold l an drove up Wednesday morning
station with the help of Arnol d
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l an headed home Wednesday evening, after having
to put an 80 meter OCF dipole antenna 40Jbéet aup
rived Thursday afternoon. On Friday A€aobhd and
KG6YYY, Chel sea KK6DI P, Eric and Il an arrived Fri
time for any final details to be worked out, but

‘& x, ‘%

Assembling the HEXBeam

One of our primary goals was to have an enjoyabl
and go for a hike, then thatdos what we would do.
so we expected to do well, but our goal was not
ri ence. We were operating for about 20 hours of

This was Chelseads first time on HF and had a co
very quickly became adapt at making calls and 1| o
OQur operating equipment was an El ecTuahner K8nd KRMRADB
Switch, a 40 foot trailer tower with HEXBeam K4K
80 meters, a Honda 3500 watt generator and a Hon
ging Software was used aofdewat ke d&eoh tplpéearatad wrn . NV
Cathi KG6YYY planned the meals, purchased the fo
of the meal s. This kept costs | ower, made the b
for higher quality meals than we could do as ind
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The foowdhywanore than acceptable and adequate; it
at any radio expeditiomHavihmd meadlve ttoget bhern oint
radi o, was very enjoyabl e.

N6 G StoaEliear aft K3, KPA500, KATS500

Thanks to Cathi and Chelsea for all of their pla

N6 & Me nu

Thur sday

Breakiffrastnch Toast, Bacon, Jui ce, Frot
LunctBBQ Bratwurst, Potato sal ad, Chi ps,
Dinnéasagna, Sal ad, Garlic Bread

continued on n
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Friday
Br e a KifEgggts , Bacon, Juice
LuntAssorted |l unch meat s, Cheese on Ro
Di nn€@mi cken Enchilada Casserol e, Li me C
Me xi can Ranch sal ad

Saturday
Breakiffrasted pancakes, Sausage, Jui ce:
LuntHamburgers, Potato salad & Chi p:c
Dinn8BQ Chicken, Garlic potatoes, Co

Sunday
BreakifFadgttt ata Scrambl e
Lunt@hi c-k-RPoar k St oup
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