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Guests are always welcome at the NCCC!
Please join us.
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9:15 Closing Comments and Meeting Ends
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Michael's at Shoreline,
Address:
2960 Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View, CA 94043
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From the President…
One of the many great things about NCCC is the
willingness of folks to step forward and help with different aspects of the club’s activities. I’d like to
showcase some of these KBers with grateful thanks!
Joanna K6YL and Rebar N6DB both stepped forward and became the Awards Co-Chairs – handling
the analysis and logistics behind the March Awards
Banquet isn’t a light task and both Joanna and Rebar cracked this like a contest pile-up!
John K6MM, Rob K6RB and Chris N6WM again volunteered to conduct an “Introduction to Contesting”
workshop at Pacificon this year. K6MM also wound
up heavily involved in the W1AW/6 coordination and
control operator role. Many (and I mean many!) other KBers stood in for booth duty and also took spells
keeping W1AW/6 on the air.
Alan K6SRZ stepped into the role of CQP Chair for
this year with Dean N6DE, Alan AD6E, Kevin K6TD,
Bob N6TV and John K6MM helping to coordinate
the schedule and different activities to keep the
schedule moving forward. There are some 14 folks I
will highlight in the January JUG who have volunteered to pitch in for the log checking process. CQP
mentions would not be complete without S9+ kudos
to George K6GT for taking logs submitted in formats
like CT, Excel, ADIF – oh and the PDF of an Excel
spreadsheet (!) – and turning them all into Cabrillo
logs. George handled 50+ logs this year.
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Thursday Night Contesting:
NCCC—Sprint
NS Ladder
Slow NS (SNS)

Ken Keeler
Bill Haddon
Chris Tate

NCCC Membership Information

NCCC Net
Thursday 8 PM
Freq: 3.610 +/-

NCCC
Monthly meetings
take place on the
second Monday of
each month !

If you wish to join NCCC, you must fill out an application for membership, which will be
read and voted upon at the next monthly meeting. (PDF application form)
To join, you must reside within club territory which is defined as the maximum of:




Northern California, anything north of the Tehachapi's up to the Oregon border, and
A part of north-western Nevada (anything within our ARRL 175-mile radius circle centered at 10 miles North of Auburn on Highway 49).

Details here
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Tom NS6T and Steve W1SRD pitched in and helped write the software and database system that
we are slowly implementing to streamline the CQP log processing. With their help we are on track
for getting the CQP logs scored by the end of the year! Well in time for getting CQP awards out in
March at the Banquet.
Speaking of Banquets, Tom NS6T also volunteered to be the Chair for this year’s Holiday Dinner
meeting – we’re collecting feedback to shape the format of the 2013 dinner so please send your
thoughts to Tom or one of the board members.
I also want to thank Tom ND2T for his efforts as the Chair of this year’s Dues Drive. We beat the
goal of 200 dues paying members – thanks to Tom AND everyone who contributed their dues.
Many other club members volunteer and from the board, fellow members, and me: a sincere
THANK YOU to everyone!
Best wishes for the Holidays and may 2013 bring prosperity, good times and more sunspots!
Stu K6TU

Update on K6TU.NET
Stu Phillips – K6TU
So far about 70 NCCC members have signed up for their complimentary accounts on K6TU.NET –
as a reminder, these are available to any NCCC member within the NCCC circle who has paid their
full dues for the current contest year.
If you haven’t yet taken advantage of this, visit http://www.k6tu.net and click on the link to create a
new account. All accounts have to be approved to keep the spammer community out so it may take
me a few hours to approve the account. At that point, you’ll get an email with a link to login and set
your password.
Here are some tips for getting the most of out of the service:
Selecting the right transmit and receive configurations
Picking the transmit configuration is straight forward – it’s the power level and antenna configurations that match your station. You can create a custom configuration for your station or select one
of the pre-configured configurations.
Selecting the receive configuration needs a little more thought…
If you are competing in a contest, you want to pick a configuration that most closely resembles the
majority of station you expect to work. For example; if space and HOA permits, a lot of serious conPage 4

testers will have a tri-bander and wires for the contest bands. So it makes sense to pick a configuration like Tri-bander & Wires for the receive end of the link.
I often see stations with a Vertical/Dipole configuration select this for both transmit AND receive.
Although the resulting prediction is still valid, its likely to be pretty pessimistic compared to what you
will likely experience on the bands.
Have you tried the different prediction types?
There are several different prediction types that you can choose from… these are all accessible
from the New menu on the right hand side of the page.
Contest Strategy: this plots 4 bands to a page with 80-15 for night hours and 40-10 for daylight
hours. This gives you a very handy reference to compare hour versus hour either for switching
bands or running SO2R.
Log Analysis: After a contest, you can upload your Cabrillo log and run this type of prediction to plot
all your contacts overlaid on the prediction maps. This is very useful for comparing actual results
versus the predictions. Note; its not uncommon to see differences – remember that the predictions
themselves use a model of the ionosphere that is statistical in nature – sometimes better than actual, sometimes worse!
On-Demand: Want a quick – tell me now – prediction? The On-Demand prediction gives you a single band and hour map but in 2-3 seconds rather than the minutes required for generating a full prediction set.
Here’s a teaser of a new feature I’m working on…

Like the On-Demand prediction, this new prediction is designed to give you a useable prediction
customized to your station in a couple of seconds. However, instead of giving you a map of a single/band hour across the world, this prediction runs a point-to-point prediction for all hours.
Since many contesters are also avid DXers, I got the inspiration for this new graphic from Rusty
W6OAT who asked me the quickest way to figure out when and which bands to work NH8S… the
answer was quick to arrive – the coding less so! A long trip back from VU2 land provided plenty of
time to hammer on this…
Look for this to be integrated into the service in the next week or so. In the meantime, here’s a
sample of the graphics.

Continued on page 6
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Hope you enjoy this benefit of NCCC membership and my opportunity to give back to the club!

Stu K6TU
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NCCC members help smash Zone 40 CQ WW DX Record!

This heads up from Óskar TF3DC…
NCCC members Tom N3ZZ and Mike WA6O participated in the recent CQ WW CW
DX Contest from Iceland as members of the Multi-2 team activating TF4X. Together with G3SWH, UA3AB, TF3Y and TF3DC, Mike and Tom helped obliterate
the previous Zone 40 record in crushing fashion!
The current record is held by OX5AA with 4,927 QSOs and 4,909,240 points. The
TF4X team wracked up 7,771 QSOs and a claimed score of 9,478,440 points!
Wow!
You can read Óskar’s account of the contest team’s challenges at his blog at:
http://tf4m.com/when-the-going-gets-tough-the-tough-get-going/

You can also find a gallery of great pictures of the team efforts… including some
of our intrepid Contesters “soaking up” some RR time during the trip!
Congratulations Tom and Mike!
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Please consider writing an article for JUG !
January 2013 Newsletter Deadline—December 28th
This is your newsletter so lets make it something we are proud of. I hope you will consider writing an article for
the JUG! Whether its about your station, recent contest experience or a technical article we would appreciate
hearing from you.
Send your articles to Ian W6TCP w6tcp@comcast.net and Stu K6TU stu@ridgelift.com

