
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
Have you seen them? Heard them? New con-
testers! They are all around us, joining us. We 

have welcomed several new members recently, 

and many more are interested. Not just in 

NCCC, but in contesting as well. Perhaps its 

Field Day, a well-proven breeding ground for 

contesters, perhaps its local clubs doing things 
together. Maybe something else grabbing new 

hams attention. But make no mistake, there are 

new hams interested in our favorite part of the 

hobby. Isnôt it wonderful? Perhaps the death call 

of radiosport is premature after all. 

 

There are many questions being asked - ñHow 

do I find out the exchange?ò, ñHow do I deter-
mine what band to operate?ò,  ñHow to plan?ò. 

All things we have each learned along the way. 

Some of us were lucky to have others near by to 

answer questions, while other stumbled into the 

answers, not so gracefully. We have a tremen-
dous opportunity to help out here, teaching and 

mentoring new contesters as they come into our 

favorite part of the hobby. Some invitations will 

be needed for multi-op (at first), then allowing 

them to operate our stations (as others did for us 

years ago). I have to stop here and thank NW6P 
for inviting several ops into his great station, as 

well as N6RO and many, many others. Tom, 

Ken and others have done more than just allow 

folks in, but instead have shown them the ropes, 

providing suggestions for ways to do things bet-
ter and improve their scores and at the same 

time, our scores.  

    Continued on page 3 
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Joint NCCC & MLDXC Meeting 

Saturday 28th July 

 

 
11:30 am Social Hour, 12:30  PM  Lunch  1 PM Program 

 

Location 

TBD 

 

Program: 

TBD   

 

 

 

Watch the reflector for more information ! 

LǎǎǳŜ рро 

WǳƴŜ нлму 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      WŀŎƪ .ǊƛƴŘƭŜ  ²сC.  ƧŀŎƪōǊƛƴŘƭŜϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢ŀǘŜ   bс²a  ŎǘŀǘŜϪŜǿƴŜǝƴŎΦŎƻƳ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  ¢ƻƳ /ŀǊƴŜȅ  Yс9¦  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wƛŎƪ ¢ŀǾŀƴ  bс·L  ǊƛŎƪϪǘŀǾŀƴΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ IŀŘŘƻƴ  bс½Ch  ƴсȊŦƻϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ b!сh  ƎǿƧϪǿōфƧǇǎΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ   
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
    

Thursday Night Sprint: 
 
¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƭǳō ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ όb! ƭƻŎŀƭ ǝƳŜύ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴΦ   
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ όŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƭǎƻύ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  
 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ b{ ƻǊ Ϧb/// {ǇǊƛƴǘϦΦ ¢ƘŜ b{ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ 
нллп ŀǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǇȅΣ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ млл ǿŀǧǎΦ   
 
 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ  .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
b/// /² {ǇǊƛƴǘ      ¢ƻƳΣ bо½½ όƛƴƛǝŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƴ bсwh ύ 
b/// w¢¢¸ {ǇǊƛƴǘ      YŜƴΣ Yсaw  
b/// {ǇǊƛƴǘ [ŀŘŘŜǊ     .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
{ǇǊƛƴǘ ²Ŝō ƳŀǎǘŜǊ  ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŎǎǇǊƛƴǘΦŎƻƳ  WƻƘƴΣ YсaaΦ 
 
ƴƻƴ-b///Υ       ¢ƛƳ bоv9 ό[ŀŘŘŜǊ {ŎƻǊŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ύ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΥ  bс½ChΣ .ƛƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
             aŀǊƪ Yс¦ChΣ όǿƛǘƘ ²пb½Σ bп!CΣ ²фw9Σ Yп.!LΣ bо.. ŀƴŘ ²л.IύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ b/// bŜǘ    YŜƴΣ bсwh 
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Now its our turn. We need more of us to pitch in and help out. Whether its a program on how to read 

contest rules or learn about propagation, there are opportunities for teaching sessions and pro-

grams. Opening up our shacks to newcomers to help them better their skills. Perhaps we will find 
out who the next Locust might be (yes, I know, there is only one Locust!) - be sure to keep that 

fridge stocked, just in case! 

So what are we really looking for? Starting with the basics - as previously mentioned, how to read 

contest rules. How to predict propagation and when to operate on each band. What difference do 

sunspots make? How to run? When calling CQ, when is it time to QSY? How do we use the logging 

program or some particular feature? These are all questions I fielded (and tried to answer) at Field 

Day both while operating and afterwards. The These new folks are very curious, and they are going 
to be very good, pushing us to either do better or be amazed at how much better they are than us. 

There are many opportunities for sessions - besides the monthly programs, we are looking at reviv-

ing the NCCC webinar program. This would allow us to save the webinar so that they can be re-

played when more convenient for each viewer. Would this be enough? Probably not. Perhaps it is 

time for smaller teaching sessions hosting maybe a dozen curious students, where one-on-one 

teaching and mentoring can occur. Several of these could be held periodically with various teach-

ers, perhaps even in various locations at the same time. 

And, of course, you may wish to open up your station, whether it be super or modest, for folks to get 
a better feel for contesting. Remember, once one is addicted to our contesting affliction it can last 

for life! 

 

WRTC is at hand! 

 

We are just a few weeks fro WRTC and IARU. Held the weekend of the 14th and 15th, there are 

quite a few NCCCers heading to Germany to participate in some fashion at the WRTC event. Some 

are ops, judges, or perhaps just spectators. We wish well to all, and have great hopes that one of 

our members will bring home the gold medal! 

Whether you are going or not, you can participate as well. WRTC coincides with IARU so as to give 

the WRTC participants a real contest to work with. Thatôs where we come in. IARU is a wonderful 

contest with world-wide participation, which includes us. Jump in and operate. See how many of the 
WRTC stations you can work. Paraphrazing the Pokemon craze, ñYou gotta work em all!ò 

Note to the WRTC participants. Please reserve the second Tuesday of August for the NCCC meet-

ing where we plan to hold a panel discussion of your experiences at WRTC. Your presence will 

greatly enhance that discussion! 

In case you have been following the W6FB tower project, the concrete is pretty much cured and 

ready for the tower. The goal is to have the house bracket fabricated and mounted by the time IARU 

hits so that I, too, can use the new antenna system in the fray. Itôs been a long time coming, and I 

canôt wait to finally run with a decent antenna!  

 

73, 

Jack, W6FB 
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Kip Edwards, W6SZN  SK 
 

 

 

 

Born in Wichita, Kansas in 1947, Kip was first licensed as 
KNÏPID at the age of 11. Along with his older brother Craig, 
KNÏPHC, they built a 40 meter transmitter and a Heathtkit AR-
3, strung up a longwire and were on the air. The family moved 
to Washington state and Kip became KN7GGC and later 
K7GGC. Golf, girls and college soon replaced amateur radio. 

 

Newly married in 1968, Kip and his wife moved to Berkeley 
where he graduated from the University of California at Berkeley 
School of Law (Boalt Hall) in 1971. After a stint as a Teaching 
Fellow at Stanford Law School, Kip joined a major law firm in 
San Francisco as an associate in 1972 and became a partner in 
1978. 

 

 

 

Ham Radio Outlet had its main store at the time next to the railroad tracks in Burlingame, California. 
Intrigued by the big antennas on the roof of the building as he rode the commute train to and from 
work, Kip visited the store and came away with a Kenwood receiver. It was 1976 and everyone was 
signing what sounded like exotic DX calls but which were really only stateside stations. In short or-
der, Kip passed the Amateur Extra exam and became W6SZN. 

 

The contesting and DXing bugs bit soon, and hard. Kip was a member of the Northern California 
Contest Club and served as President and editor of The JUG, the clubôs newsletter. He was honored 
as Contester of the Year in 1982. He was also a member of the Northern California DX Club and 
served as that clubôs President and received the clubôs DXer of the Year award in 1988. Kip was on 
the DXCC Honor Roll and held 9BDXCC and 5BWAS. 

 

DXpeditions include 3D2XX Rotuma (first to activate the new country in 1988-awarded World Con-
test Expedition by CQ Magazine), F0XX Clipperton (1986), FO0KP (1981), VP5KP (1982ð10th in 
the world CQWW S/O SSB), TI1C (1983ðFirst in the world CQWW M/M SSB), G4/W6SZN (1983), 
FM/W6SZN (1984-8th in the world CQWW S/O CW) and P40V (1987). 

 

Kip was a Director and Secretary of the Northern California DX Foundation and served as Editor of 
the NCDXF Newsletter and the WWDXC Totem Tabloid.  He was a Director and Secretary of The 
Yasme Foundation, Life Member of the ARRL, Life Member of CW Ops, the Maxim Society of the 
ARRL, and a member of the Northern California Contest Club, the Northern California DX Club, the 
Western Washington DX Club, and a founding member of the Kitsap County DX Club. Additionally, 
Kip had been an ARRL Volunteer Counsel and a Vice Director of ARRL's Pacific Division."  
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Members Corner - Bill WB6JJJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I was surprised and honored to receive the plaque.  It will definitely go on the wall.  And, thank you 
again from up here at the center of the NCCC circle. 

 

Bill Maurer 

WB6JJJ 
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ARRL Field Day - WE6Z 

 

 

Doug WE6Z operated field day with the World Radio Club W3WRC.  We operated from Meadow 
Lake Campground at 7300ft.  That's about 20 miles outside of Truckee.  We operated 2A with a 
270ft Loop and a Force 12 C3 on my 33foot Tower trailer.   

 

 

We made 421 QSOs, and had an awesome time camping.  Band conditions were a little rough, so 
20 meters and 40 meters were the best bands. 
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WE6Z- Field Day 
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WE6Z- Field Day 
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VP/CC Corner 

Chris Tate ï N6WM 

 

Climbing back to the top ï Regaining NAQP Challenge Dominance 

 

Greetings Team!  Here we are in the middle of the summer, in between the primary contest sea-
sons.  Although there are a number of interesting contest activities duing the ñin betweenò, it is sum-
mer and conditions can be tough, particularly in the waning portion of the solar cycle. 

 

When conditions dip like this, maintaining a solid focus on domestic contests is a great way to keep 
the fast paced action going.  As you have probably seen, the last couple of years we have been 
having some challenges being a top competitor in the NAQP Club challenge.  Its time to start talking 
about how we can get some of our magic back, and this is how I think we may be able to do it. 

 

The NAQP tri-club challenge is broken down into 6 heats throughout the year. They are broken 
down into winter and summer Phone, CW and RTTY contests.  We need to have a commanding 
presence in all of them to compete effectively.  With this many heats to participate, we absolutely 
need to do this as a supplement to whatever main program focus contests occur during the year.  It 
takes a lot of bandwidth to co-ordinate efforts like our last RTTY roundup event, and as it turns out I 
have had to do most of the coordination for many of the NAQP's as well.  This is tapping me out a 
bit so I wanted to come to our membership for help. 
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What can you do?  We are looking for a few good contest Champions! 

 

Many of you notice the continual dedication Bob W6RGG has put into supporting the NA Sprint CW. 
Operating completely independently of the existing BOD currently in office, Bob has taken owner-
ship of managing contest participation and registration.  He has become extremely familiar with the 
process, and the players and what is needed to win.  It shows as we regularly end up in the winners 
circle and at a minimum the top 3.  We need to apply this model to the NAQP contests, and rather 
than register for these events re-actively, we need to be registering pro-actively! 

 

So, what I would like to announce are the following 3 NCCC NAQP Contest champion positions that 
we need to fill, the sooner the better.   

 

Position description: NCCC NAQP Challenge Contest champion 

 

The NAQP contest champion will be aware of upcoming NAQP contests and recruit for them pro-
actively.  Ideally there will be one champion in charge of both contests within a specific mode within 
the year.  The Champion will take note of dates for both in mode contests, and will handle recruit-
ment of team members for participation, preferably developing a keen awareness of operator ability.  
This champion will also look for new participants, and work with folks to become comfortable 
enough to have fun and be competitive in the 2 annual events for that mode.   As the contest ap-
proaches, they will assemble the NCJ teams, and make the team registrations.   After the contest 
they will compile the list of participants and ensure their logs are both submitted to 3830scores.com, 
and the National Contest Journal for adjudication. 

 

This will be very reasonable time commitment, with a HUGE potential impact on our ability to do 
well in this challenge.  Being able to pro-actively develop participants in all 3 heats twice a year may 
just give us the boost and preparation to prevail and KB in the NAQP Challenge!  

 

Available NOW! 

NAQP RTTY Champion 

NAQP CW Champion 

NAQP SSB Champion 

 

Our ability to win this challenge goes beyond the capability of any particular years Leadership ad-
ministration.  Our desire to win as a team relies on the participation of our membership, and part of 
that are folks willing to step up and do some of these tasks that can be fun and very rewarding!  So 
consider being an NCCC NAQP Champion, and help bring home the NAQP Challenge trophy! 

 

73 es KB 

Chris 

N6WM 

VP/CC  
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June NCCC Meeting    

 
The March meeting took place on Tuesday 12th of June at Sansar Indian Cuisine (formally Sneha) 
1214 Apollo Way, Sunnyvale, CA 94085.  Thirty One members and guests turned out for the excel-
lent presentation by Jim K6EI on ñUsing Field Day to Beta Test your next CQP Expeditionò! 

 

These in attendance: 
 

Bill AE6JV, Andy AE6Y, Bill AI6JZ, Jerri AI6TK, Amy AI6ZU, Bobby  K0XI, Jim K6EI, Tom K6EU, 
Don K6GHA, George K6GT, John K6MM, Bob K6XX, Jim K9YC, Giuseppe KE8FT, Brian KJ6WH, 
Tom N3ZZ, Ric N6AJS, Dean N6DE, Greg N6GD, Rich N6KT, Bob N6TV, Tom NW6P, Ed W0YK, 
Max W6BG, Jack W6FB, Glen W6GJB, Steve W6IFN, Rusty W6OAT, Ian W6TCP, Bill W9KKN, 
and Mike WA6O 
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2018/2019 Dues 

 
Dues renewals for 2018/2019 are $24 for full members and $12 for associate members (outside of 
the club circle). Dues are not mandatory. However, like every club, we have expenses that need to 
be paid and awards are only issued to paid members so please consider a paid membership. Itôs on-
ly $24! 

  

Member Planet is used to collect dues and you will shortly receive an automated reminder that dues 
are payable. You don't need a Paypal account and you can use a credit card to pay dues.  

  

You can also pay for dues by check. Please mail $24 to the NCCC Treasure, K6EU Tom Car-
ney, 1545 Elwood Dr, Los Gatos, CA 95032  

  

As we are now a  501(c)(3)  non-profit organization your dues might be tax deductible to the extent 
permitted by law. However, check with your tax professional for advice on your specific case. 
 

To log in to Member Planet : Go to http://nccc.cc/membership.html 

 
 

Scroll to the sign in button      

 

 

Log in using the credentials you signed up with 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the Blue Renew Button 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need help, contact Ian W6TCP   w6tcpian@gmail.com 
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Antenna PruningðThe Easy Way 

Hank W6SX 

 

Itôs summer. Itôs time for antenna work. Hereôs a hint.  

 

Use a pigtail. 

 

Make the main part of your wire antenna a bit shorter than you calculate it should be. Make the main 
wire plus the pigtail a bit longer than you calculate it should be.  

 

Using a SWR meter or antenna scope, trim the pigtail as needed 

 

Maxwell wonôt care. The electrons wonôt care. The guys you work wonôt care.  

Page 15 Page 15   Page 15 


